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Language taboos exist in different societies
and languages. To avoid violating taboos or causing
unpleasantness of others, language users use
euphemism, an indirect and vague expression to

replace the taboo words.

However, due to cultural, language and
regional factors, different languages, even dialects,
have developed their very own language taboos
and euphemism. Shanghai people regard “apple” as
a language taboo, because its pronunciation in Hu
language (Shanghainese) is very close to “die of an
illness”. Wenzhou people are afraid of mentioning
“tiger”, as tiger attacks happened in the history of
Wenzhou. As a result, “big cat” is used to replace the

word “tiger” in Wenzhounese.

Due to geographical and cultural reasons,
language taboos and euphemism in Cantonese are
especially rich and unique. For example, “water/
moisture” is regarded as “wealth” in Cantonese
culture, so people avoid its antonym, “dry”. To avoid
saying the word “dry”, the word [ 8{f% | (drink till
win) is coined to replace ' 8k ¥z | (drink till dry)
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or [ 7 #& | (dry the glasses) . Cantonese culture
believes in “pursuing luck I & | and avoiding
disaster [X| | ” As [%% | (empty) shares the same
pronunciation of I [X| | (disaster), it becomes a
taboo word in Cantonese. | & | (luck) is used to
replace [ %% | (empty), [ % J& | (empty house)
is replaced by I & 2 | (lucky house), [ %% H |

(empty car) is replaced by & Hi | (lucky car). The
euphemistic expression of [ & | (luck) is even

adopted by Hong Kong official legal documents.

Through literature reorganization,
questionnaire survey, interviews and Chinese
dialects” taboos comparison, this sociolinguistic
study aims to analyze the system of language taboos
in Cantonese comprehensively (including analyzing
the taboos’ reasons, types and ways), to examine the
uniqueness of Cantonese taboos, and to interpret
three Cantonese taboo phenomena: “Two-Folded
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taboo”, “Violating taboo intentionally” and “Cultural

differences of taboo’.

Keywords: Cantonese, Chinese dialects, Taboos,

Euphemism, Two-Folded taboo
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