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On each end of the main
ridge, there is a gigantic ridge

The Hall of Supreme o e g

Harmony

The Hall of Supreme Harmony is commonly referred to as the
Golden Luan Hall. It is the largest and the highest-ranking building in
the entire Forbidden City. It also ranks at the top of all ancient
Chinese architecture regarding its building code and decoration
techniques.

The twenty-four emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties held
grand ceremonies, such as the coronation, the wedding, the
empress' appointment, and the announcement of a battle, in the Hall
of Supreme Harmony. The emperor also hosted official greetings
and banquets on the three major festivals, the Festival of Longevity,
Chinese New Year. and the Winter Solstice.

Supporting the Hall is a three-storied, 8-meter high
white marble stone base, surrounded by marble
railings. Thousands of stone dragon heads
designed for drainage are under the railings,
showing a magnificent scene of thousands of
dragons spitting water on rainy days.

Source: all models made by the author; photos provided by the Palace Museum

There are also ten diagonal ridge
ornaments on each of the eight
diagonal ridges. In Chinese
palaces, the number and
arrangement of ridge ornaments
were strictly regulated. The
higher the building's rank, the
greater number of ornaments the
building can use. The Hall of
Supreme Harmony is the only
building in Chinese palaces with
ten ornaments. It is the supreme
existence in ancient China.

There is a broad platform in front
of the Hall, called Dan Bi, with a
sundial (Ri Gui) for timekeeping on
the left and an appraisal (Jia
Liang) for measurement on the
right. In addition, there are a pair of
bronze tortoises, a pair of bronze
cranes, and 18 bronze cauldrons.
Tortoises and cranes  both
symbolize longevity, and the
cauldrons symbolize prosperity.

The Hall of Supreme Harmony was first
built in 1420. It is enormous, being 11-
bays wide and 5-bays deep, and covers
a gross floor area of 2,377 square
meters. The hall itself is 27-meters tall,
but if including the elevated platform
underneath, the Hall of Supreme
Harmony reaches a stunning 35 meters
in height.






