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Easy
Win A\

Mr. Au works in a Children’s Paradise, responsible for the game of
“Lucky Rainbow”, where customers have to stand outside the fenced
area and throw their tokens towards the rainbow pattern inside the
fence. If the token lands on the centre/bullseye of the rainbow pattern
without touching the edges, the customer would win first prize, a teddy
bear worth $200. If the token lands between the other stripes of the
rainbow without touching the edges of the pattern, the customer would
win second or third prize. Usually customers have to spend a lot of
money and throw many many tokens before winning a prize.

One afternoon, as there were not many customers, Mr. Au left the
“Lucky Rainbow” booth and went to a nearby booth to tidy up some
merchandise. When he came back, a man came up to him and said that
he had won first prize! Mr. Au saw a token in the centre of the rainbow
pattern which did not touch the edges of the pattern! Therefore, Mr. Au
gave a teddy bear worth $200 to the man and saw the man passing the
bear to a little girl. The two of them then left the store joyfully and Mr.
Au was very happy for them.

When Mr. Au woke up next morning, he thought about the winning
again, remembering that he had not seen the man throwing tokens at

216
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all. When he came back from tidying up the nearby booth the man had
already won the game, as if he won on his first try?! It seemed quite
impossible?!

Mr. Au went back to the Children’s Paradise and viewed the CCTV
footage for the day before. He saw that the man did not throw any
tokens at all. The man actually climbed past the fencing and placed the
coin in the centre of the rainbow pattern, pretending to have won the
game! Mr. Au reported this incident to his supervisor, who then reported
it to the police. The police viewed the CCTV footage again, as well as
other nearby CCTV footage, tracking down the suspect. After pinpointing
the suspect as Mr. Li, they went to his apartment and arrested him,
taking away the teddy bear as well. Under caution, Mr. Li admitted
everything.

After seeking legal advice from the Department of Justice, Mr. Li
was charged with one count of fraud, that he fraudulently claimed to
the employee of the Children’s Paradise that he had won the “Lucky
Rainbow” game, dishonestly obtaining a teddy bear worth $200. Mr. Li
pleaded guilty in court. Mr. Gold happened to be the Deputy Magistrate
of the case.

The defence counsel said in mitigation that the accused was 31
years old, a construction worker earning $15,000 per month. He had 4
previous criminal records, one related to dishonesty. He committed the
offence because he wanted to win a teddy bear for her daughter and be
a good father.

Judge Gold thought that the mitigation was quite odd. He gave
his Reasons for sentence, “The accused is 31 years old...the mitigation
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